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Chip Jewell appointed as acting volunteer chief . . . 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ESTABLISH FIRE & RESCUE 

SERVICES DIRECTOR-VOLUNTEER CHIEF POSITION 
 

FREDERICK, MD – In response to requests from volunteer fire companies to provide for full-time 

liaison staff for the membership of the volunteer fire and rescue services community, the Frederick Board of 

County Commissioners today unanimously voted to establish a position of director-volunteer chief, Division of 

Volunteer Fire and Rescue Services.  The new position will be at the division director level and serve at the 

pleasure of the board.  The person in the position will report to the county manager and receive direction from 

the director/fire chief of the Division of Fire and Rescue Services (DFRS), as well as from the Frederick County 

Volunteer Fire and Rescue Association (FCVFRA) Executive Board.   

The board further appointed Chip Jewell to fill the newly created position in an acting capacity.  Mr. 

Jewell is currently serving as Director of the Frederick County Emergency Communications Department and 

will transition to the new post as of August 11.  His formal approval in this position is contingent upon 

confirmation by the FCVFRA in the near future.  The fire service community and citizens will be able to 

provide feedback regarding the job description for this position at a public hearing on August 19. 

In 2013, the BOCC established a new paradigm within DFRS by naming a “fire chief” and creating new 

management authorities and staffing.  At the one-year anniversary of these actions, feedback was requested from 

county volunteer services.   

Board President Blaine Young commented, “We greatly appreciate the positive feedback from our fire 

companies and our volunteers about the creation of this new position.  The board is unified in support of this 

position, as well as the appointment of Chip Jewell to serve in an acting capacity until formal approval by the 

FCVRA Executive Board.  Chip has devoted his life to fire service and in this new position will ensure seamless 

operational and administrative functions of volunteer fire and rescue services for Frederick County.   
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“Chip will work closely with DFRS and his office will be located at the DFRS headquarters in the Public 

Safety Training Center, along with support staff.  He will work in conjunction with DFRS Chief Denise Pouget 

in accomplishing our goals.  They will also work with and collaborate with the FCVFRA executive board.  Our 

new director will be the eyes, ears and voice of the volunteers in all meetings concerning the fire service.  Chip 

was one of the four finalists for the DFRS chief’s position and he held a position that assisted the volunteers 

previously in his career.  On top of that, he knows Annapolis and can be called upon to address legislation 

affecting all fire and rescue operations.   

“We needed someone who knows our system, who is familiar with our system and who knows the 

history and the trials and tribulations of our system.  We feel that Chip Jewell has the qualifications and the 

ability to work with and bring people together.  He already works for the county and is familiar with how the 

county works.  Best of all, for the first time in the history of Frederick County, the volunteers will truly be a part 

of county government and be represented at the highest level within the government.  We wanted to solidify this 

important appointment immediately so that the position can be up and running prior to the shift to the Charter 

Government in December.” 

Mr. Jewell has served since 2006 as director of the Frederick County Emergency Communications 

Department.  Previously, he served the county as director of Volunteer Fire and Rescue Services.  Prior to that, 

he worked in the insurance business, while he continued to volunteer in the fire service.  

Before that, he was a 9-1-1 dispatcher and became certified as an emergency medical technician in 1974.  

He started his fire service in 1969 at age 16 when he became a firefighter for United Steam Fire Engine 

Co. No. 3. 

Mr. Jewell volunteers and is a life member at the Junior Fire Co. No. 2 and Libertytown Volunteer Fire 

Department.  He also volunteers at the Frederick County Fire & Rescue Museum in Emmitsburg, Md.   

In a further sign of dedication, Mr. Jewell authored two books about the fire service in Frederick County. 

   He holds a bachelor’s degree in fire science/fire fighting from the University of Maryland University 

College. 

The salary set for the new volunteer director position is $115,000. 

For additional information, contact County Manager Lori Depies at 301-600-3190 or via e-mail at 

ldepies@FrederickCountyMD.gov.  

### 

 

 

http://www.frederickmdfiremuseum.org/
mailto:ldepies@FrederickCountyMD.gov

